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Pastor  
Rev. James T. Brown, M. Div. 

Weekend Assistant 
Pastor Emeritus  Rev. Tim Graff 
Rev. David W. Milliken  

Director of Music
Visiting Priest Glenn Gordon
Rev. Hilary Ocho  

Parish Trustees 
Parish Business Manager  Elizabeth Delgado 
Serina Sharkey Todd Henderson

Religious Education 
Theresa Carbone, Coordinator of Religious Education 
Jeanette MacNish, Coordinator for Grades 7 & 8  
Dena Sedlak, Coordinator of First Penance and  
First Holy Communion 



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 20, 2025 

+ Our Parish Mission Statement +
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

we, the Catholic Community of the 
Church of the Ascension, New Milford, 

commit ourselves to celebrate the Gospel of Jesus 
in Sacrament and Prayer. We dedicate ourselves 

to foster a warm and loving parish of concern and service  
for the individual, family and total community.

   + Our Eucharistic Celebrations +
Saturday 
8:30 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday  
7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 
Monday - Thursday 
One Daily Mass at 8:00 a.m. 
No daily Mass on Friday 
Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
Holiday Mass: 8:00am

+ Our Devotions +
Rosary is prayed Monday-Thursday & Saturday after Mass 


PARISH CENTER 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Closed 12 noon-1:00pm 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 
We welcome all new parishioners to our parish family. Every 
family participating regularly in the spiritual life of our parish is 
encouraged to register at the Parish Office. Please inform us if you 
are moving. 

BAPTISM: 
It is mandatory to attend a baptism instruction class before 
scheduling the date for the baptism. Baptism is usually celebrated 
seasonally on Sunday at 1:00 p.m. Parents should be registered 
parishioners and must attend pre-Baptism instruction usually given 
on the first Sunday of every month at 1:00 p.m. in the Parish Center 
Gathering Room. Godparents must be practicing Catholics in good 
standing. Pre-registration at the Parish Office is necessary prior to 
the Baptism instruction. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturdays 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Other times by appointment. 
Communal Penance Services are celebrated seasonally. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 
Please notify the Parish Office of any elderly, shut-ins, or sick at 
home who wish to receive the Eucharist or Anointing of the Sick. 
Priests of the parish will be happy to visit parishioners in the 
hospitals in the area. Please notify the Parish Office if someone 
from your family is in the hospital and wishes a priest to visit. 

WEDDINGS: 
Please make arrangements at the Parish Office with one of the 
priests of the parish one year in advance. 
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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, July 20, 2025 
5:30pm Phyllis Adams 
7:30  People of Ascension Parish 
9:30  Joy Dominique 
11:30 Rosa & Pascqale Petrarca 
Monday, July 21, 2025
8:00  Janet Cronin 
Tuesday, July 22, 2025 
8:00  Rino Marcello 
Wednesday, July 23, 2025 
8:00         Santiago & Florencia Genuino 
Thursday, July 24, 2025 
8:00  Paul F. Figalora 
Friday, July 25, 2025 

No Mass 
Saturday, July 26, 2025 
8:30  Lerry Pueyo (L) 
5:30  William & Elizabeth Morris 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, July 27, 2025 
7:30  Thomas Brown 
9:30  Gener/Vernette Guce (L) 
11:30 People of Ascension Parish 

PARISH TEWARDSHIP REPORT 

WE ARE A STEWARDSHIP PARISH 
Ascension Parish is supported by people 
who place their faith and trust in God. 

Sunday, July 13, 2025:               $4,282.00 
Social Concerns:              $   979.00 
WeShare Social Conc.   $  181.39 
Thank you very much for your 
generosity. You always care for and 
support our Parish programs, ministries 
and plant maintenance. 

Readings for Sunday 
July 27, 2025 

Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 
7-8 (3a)/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Luke 10:38-42 
One of my close friends is a hermit priest who lives on a desert mountain. Recently 

I found myself in a group conversation about him. One vehemently objected, 

“What does he do up there all day? Nothing! Priests are down here working, 

running parishes, making a difference, and he…he is doing nothing! What a 

waste.” The words dripped with indignation and resentment. Most of the group 

quietly nodded in silent agreement. Were they correct?  

No! To see why, consider a similar scenario in this week’s gospel. Jesus visits his 

friends Martha and Mary. A hardworking and exasperated Martha complains to 

Jesus that her sister is attending to him rather than to urgent household tasks. Our 

Lord, rather than praising hospitality, explicitly celebrates the less-productive 

sister for doing the “one necessary thing.” He praises her for she “has chosen 

the better part” (Luke 10:42). Mary is busy doing what matters.  

Before we freak out like Martha, consider that all work–domestic, manual, 

professional, ministerial, contemplative–is done to help us (sooner or later) to 

experience the love that makes us happy. We should be thankful for those who 

focus on the “better part” of radical, ceaseless prayer. They invite us to remember 

the purpose of all work is the enjoyment of love. Contemplatives, hermits, anyone 

fervently committed to prayer–they invite us to cast aside our forgetful, resentful, 

and self-aggrandizing attitudes in exchange for hearts ready to do what is finally 

necessary.  

— Father John Muir 

Mary Magdalene 
Question:  
July 22 is the feast of Mary Magdalene. I’ve heard a lot of stories about her, but 
who was she really? 

Answer:  
Mary Magdalene has been the subject of speculation and scholarship over the last 
2,000 years. Mary Magdalene makes her first named appearance in Luke 8:2. She 
is one of several women following Jesus. Luke specifically mentions that Mary 
had previously been delivered from demonic possession. Whatever her life looked 
like before she met Jesus, it wasn’t good! Because of this association with being 
a repentant sinner, Mary Magdalene has been associated with other similar stories 
in the Gospel, such as the woman caught in adultery or the woman who bathes 
Jesus’ feet with her tears.  

Mary Magdalene shows up again by name at the end of the Gospels, when she 
stands with the Blessed Virgin Mary at the foot of the Cross. Mary is also present 
in the garden of the resurrection. She is one of the woman who goes to bring spices 
to Jesus’ tomb, where they find the stone rolled away. Mary stays in the garden 
weeping, believing his body has been stolen. Jesus approaches her and calls her 
by name, and she becomes the first witness to the resurrection! While many of the 
details of Mary Magdalene’s life have been lost to time, she is an example of 
powerful conversion, deep faith, and intimate love for Christ. 

©LPi 
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“JUBILEE 25”
The year 2025 will be a very special year for the 
catholic church. After 25 years, Pope Francis has 
declared 2025 a year of jubilee. Jubilee is a special 
holy year of grace and pilgrimage. It takes place every 
25 years. This year’s theme is “Pilgrims of Hope”. A 
year of hope, prayer, celebration and renewal of our 
faith.  
Pope Francis opened the holy door of St. Peter’s 
Basilica on Christmas Eve, December 24th, 2024. The 
opening of the holy door represents the journey from 
sin to grace for every Christian and marks the 
beginning of the jubilee year. 
Through prayer, may we arrive at the holy door with 
our hearts ready to welcome the gifts of grace and 
forgiveness that the jubilee offers us.  
Here at Ascension, we opened “Jubilee 25” on 
January 5th, 2025, the Feast of the Epiphany. The 
jubilee will offer us an opportunity to participate in 
the various events that is planned and also in which 
we may obtain plenary indulgences. 
We look forward to this holy year here at Ascension. 

OFFERTORY GIFTS 
Please let one our ushers know, prior to Mass, if 
you would like to bring the Offertory Gifts up to 
the celebrant. If Mass intention is one that you 
have requested or if for the intention of your loved 
one. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
OUR 5:30PM MASS ON SATURDAY IS LIVE 
STREAMED AND APPEARS ON YOUTUBE FOR  
OUR HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS TO VIEW.  

NEW BULLETIN EMAIL ADDRESS 
HAVE SOMETHING FOR OUR BULLETIN?? PLEASE 
SUBMIT ALL ITEMS FOR BULLETIN NO LATER 
THAN 9:00AM ON MONDAY BEFORE PRINTING DATE 

(items will be included as space permits) 
bulletin@churchoftheascension.com

NOTE: All submissions must go to this email address 
Thank you for your cooperation 

Important:

New Registration forms for the 2024-2025 School year have 
given out to all families already in the program. All registration 
MUST be in by July 30th or a Late Fee of $10 per student will 
be added.  If you wish to register your child or know anyone 
who wishes to register in our program and are in need of a 
registration form, please call 201-836-3085 or stop by the 
Religious Education Office in the Parish center during office 
hours- 9am to 4 pm daily. Forms can also be found on the 
parish website, www.churchoftheascension.com – under the 
Religious Education Icon

All families are encouraged to come to Mass each week 
and parents as also asked to review ALL PRAYERS with 
your child, they can be found in the back of each book. 

Volunteers Needed: 
In order for Children’s Liturgy of the Word to start we 
are in need of volunteers to help with it at the 9:30 am 
Mass. This is a wonderful was in families can go to Mass 
together each week and is open to all children in in the 
Parish.  If you would like to help PLEASE call Mrs. 
Carbone in the Parish Center. This is a great opportunity 
for college students or student teachers to gain experience 
share their faith and work with students in a relaxed 
atmosphere.  

We are in need of Catechists and Substitutes for our 
Religious Education Program for the 2024-2025 school 
year. Anyone interested, please call Theresa Carbone our 
Coordinator of Religious Education at (201) 836-3085 

Religious Education Office Hours: 
Religious Education Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday: 9 am to 4 pm – Parish Center

PLEASE GO TO OUR PARISH WEBSITE 
FOR A DIRECT LINK 

INFORMATION/INSTRUCTIONS 
www.churchoftheascension.com
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2025-2026  
ASCENSION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

REGISTRATION 

Registration is still going on. If you have not registered your 
child/ren, please do so as soon as possible. Please remember one 
form per student must be completed and returned to the Religious 

Education Office.  

PLEASE NOTE: All registrations will be charged an  
Additional $10.00 late fee per student after July 30, 2025. 

If you intend to have your son/daughter continue with his/her 
religious education at Ascension Parish, kindly complete a 

Registration form and return to the Religious Education office or 
Parish Center as soon as possible.  

Registration forms are available in the Parish Center or can be 
downloaded from the parish website: 

www.churchoftheascension.com.  

THANK YOU 
The Ascension Religious Education Staff: 

Theresa Carbone, Coordinator of Religious Education 
Jeanette MacNish, Coordinator for Grades 7th & 8th

Dena Sedlak, Coordinator of First Penance  
and First Holy Communion 
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“To everything there is a season… 

“a time to be healed…” 
Marguerite Morris, Rebecca Tababan, Stephen Cronin, 
Kaitlin Abreu, Gerard Lee, Tony Barbagallo and those 
among us who are sick and in need of our prayers. 

Family Members: PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH 
OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE 
SOMEONE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

*Prayer list will be updated every three months* 
Next renewal date August 1, 2025 

Please call office to renew or remove name 

“a time to serve...” 
Tech Sgt. James Penser, Ramstein AFB, Germany. And all 
Men and Women serving in our countries Armed Forces. 

For all of our Emergency, Medical & 
First Responders. 

“a time for peace…” 
All our National and World Leaders. 

and a time for every purpose under heaven” 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 

BREAD and WINE this week
Donated in loving memory of 

John Edward Rooney 

VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE  
FOR PARISH INFORMATION 

FLYERS*FORMS*SCHEDULES*BULLETINS 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

WWW.CHURCHOFTHEASCENSION.COM

TV MONITOR 
IN THE CHURCH VESTIBULE. PLEASE WATCH IT 
FOR ALL UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT 
PARISH INFORMATION. THIS INFORMATION 
CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON OUR PARISH WEBSITE:  
www.churchoftheascension.com. 

"New Way to Donate to Our Food Pantry: 
As our food collections have dwindled quite a bit, we 
thought we might try something new. 
Each month we will publish four items as "Item of the 
Week". For instance, the first item I am going to 
publish will be paper towels. Just think, if every family 
donated one roll of paper towels, we would have enough to 
provide them to our client for several months! Items can 
be dropped in our pantry bin during any week of the 
month. This way you can check on sales wherever you do 
your shopping. And for a hint, places like dollar stores 
sometimes have prices way lower than grocery stores! So 
lets give it a try! 

July: 
Week 2 - Paper Towels 
Week 3 - Toilet Tissue 

Week 4- Coffee 
Or items can be dropped off in the ShopRite donation bin. 
As always, we are grateful to have such a giving parish 
that supports our very important ministry to our neighbors 
in need. God bless all who help us! " 

♠♥♦+ 

Are you suffering from memory loss? Do you wish to 
improve your memory through quick mental arithmetic? 
Sign up for the "champagne of card games" - Bridge by 
calling Rosa at 201-417-6444 for details 

The benefiting month has officially begun for
Church of the Ascension Food Pantry!
To start off strong, make sure your supporters 
know that Church of the Ascension Food Pantry 
will receive a $1 donation for every specially 
marked $11.99 Bloomin’ 4 Good bouquet sold 
during all of July at: 

34 West Railroad Avenue, Tenafly NJ

MANY THANKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS 
ARMBRUSTER LANDSCAPING 

201- 967-1489 
Who make this bulletin possible 
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PART TIME 
MAINTENANCE 

OPERATIONS MANAGER 
FOR ASCENSION CHURCH 

NEEDED 
Please see website: 

wwwchurchoftheascension.com 
For complete position description 

WELCOME: Newcomers, Visitors and 
Parishioners 

The priests & ministers of Ascension Parish welcome you. If 
you would like more information about entering more fully 
into our parish life & ministry, we ask that you complete the 
form below. You may return by putting into collection 
basket, mail or stop by the parish center office. Thank You! 
I would like…. 
____ to become a Parishioner 
____ to update my contact information 
____ to join a ministry 
____ *to let the Parish know of someone who is ill, or 
homebound & would like to receive Communion 

Full Name: ________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________ 
*Must be a family member 

SANCTUARY CANDLE, BREAD & WINE, AND 

ALTAR FLOWERS for the week, are available for 

memorial or special occasions, such as First Communions, 

Confirmations, Baptisms, Birthdays, Weddings 

Anniversaries. Please stop by or call the parish office to 

check availability. 

Are you planning and packing for your vacation!!! 
School is closed, vacations are scheduled, be sure to include 
God in your plans. Remember the expenses of the church 
continue during the vacation months. Please continue to use 
your envelopes and if you are going away, please put in your 
envelope the week before or the week your return. 
HAVE A HAPPY, SAFE AND HEALTHY SUMMER! 

MEMORIALS
If you would like to contribute to this fund in memory of 
your loved one. Please call the Parish Office (201) 836-
8961 or stop by the office (located in the Parish Center-256 
Azalea Drive)) to check availability. 

Memorials: (circle appropriate memorial) 

ALTAR BREAD AND WINE $25 per week 
ALTAR FLOWERS $65 (per basket/per week) 
SANCTUARY CANDLE  $15 per week 

MEMORIAL CANDLES: 
____ SACRED HEART or ____BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Donation Amount 
$25/1 month  $100/5 months 
$45/2 months  $120/6 months 
$65/3months  $200/1 year 
$85/4months 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEMORIALS
IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________ 

DATE REQUESTED:_____________________________________ 

REQUESTED BY:______________________________________ 

Phone:_______________________Donation Amount:___________ 

Please return completed form with your check 
made payable to Ascension Church 

ASSUMPTION IN EMERSON, NJ 
Fr. John Ginty will be running a Pilgrimage to the 
National Blue Army Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima on 
Wednesday, August 13th. For more information 
please feel free to contact Fr. John or Dawn at the 
Rectory office: 201-262-1122. 

ACCOUNTABILITY WITH HEARTFELT THANKS

Catholic Charities received $1,443 as a result of your generosity 
to the Donation Bin(s) from December 1, 2024 to May 31, 2025. 
These funds combined with monies from other parishes 
throughout the archdiocese enable us to provide light and hope 
through the darkness of poverty, sickness, and rejection. In the 
last fiscal year, we provided 9,905 hours of counseling to 3,721 
families in crisis. Thank you for being our partner and enabling 
us to bring Christ’s love those experiencing misfortune in their 
lives. 


