
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Church of the Ascension 
Invites You to Share with us. . . 

 

      + Our Pastoral Staff + 

PARISH CENTER 
PARISH OFFICE 

256 Azalea Drive, New Milford, NJ  07646 

(201) 836-8961 • FAX: (201) 836-5896 

Website: www.churchoftheascension.com 

E-mail: ascension@optonline.net 
  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 

256 Azalea Drive, New Milford, NJ  07646 

(201) 836-3085 • Fax (201) 836-5896 

E-mail: ascensionreled@optonline.net 
  

  

Pastor  

Rev. James T. Brown, M. Div. 

 

Pastor Emeritus   Weekend Assistant 
Rev. David W. Milliken  Rev. Tim Graff 

 

Director of Music   Parish Business Manager 
Glenn Gordon    Serina Sharkey 

 

Director of Maintenance  Parish Trustees 

Brendan Suter    Christopher Cudina 

     Elizabeth Delgado 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education 

Theresa Carbone, Coordinator of Religious Education 

Jeanette MacNish, Coordinator for Grades 7 & 8  

Dena Sedlak, Coordinator of First Penance and  

First Holy Communion 
 

 

 

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 
  

+ Our Parish Mission Statement + 
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

we, the Catholic Community of the 

Church of the Ascension, New Milford, 

commit ourselves to celebrate the Gospel of Jesus 

in Sacrament and Prayer. We dedicate ourselves 

to foster a warm and loving parish of concern and service  

for the individual, family and total community. 
 

   + Our Eucharistic Celebrations + 
 Saturday 

  8:30 a.m. 

 5:30 p.m. (Vigil Mass) 

 Sunday  

 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 

 Monday - Thursday 

 One Daily Mass at 8:00 a.m. 

 No daily Mass on Friday 

 Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

 Holiday Mass: 8:00am 
  

+ Our Devotions + 
Rosary is prayed Monday-Thursday & Saturday after Mass 

 
PARISH CENTER 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

We welcome all new parishioners to our parish family. Every 

family participating regularly in the spiritual life of our parish is 

encouraged to register at the Parish Office. Please inform us if you 

are moving. 

  

BAPTISM: 

It is mandatory to attend a baptism instruction class before 

scheduling the date for the baptism. Baptism is usually celebrated 

on the third Sunday of each month at 1:00 p.m. Parents should be  

registered parishioners and must attend pre-Baptism instruction   

usually given on the first Sunday of every month at 1:00 p.m. in 

the Parish Center Gathering Room. Godparents must be practicing 

Catholics in good standing. Pre-registration at the Parish Office is 

necessary prior to the Baptism instruction. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Saturdays 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Other times by appointment. 

Communal Penance Services are celebrated seasonally. 

 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

Please notify the Parish Office of any elderly, shut-ins, or sick at 

home who wish to receive the Eucharist or Anointing of the Sick. 

Priests of the parish will be happy to visit parishioners in the 

hospitals in the area. Please notify the Parish Office if someone 

from your family is in the hospital and wishes a priest to visit. 

 

WEDDINGS: 

Please make arrangements at the Parish Office with one of the 

priests of the parish one year in advance. 
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Saturday, December 31, 2022 

8:30  Robert Barratt 

5:30  People of Ascension Parish 

Solemnity of Mary, January 1, 2023 

7:30  Patrick Mallon 

9:30  Helen Peralta 

11:30 Dolores Klocek 

Monday, January 2, 2023 

8:00  Marlon Fernan 

Tuesday, January 3, 2023 

8:00  Gutierrez & Cardona Families 

Wednesday, January 4, 2023 

8:00  Gerard Patrick Lee 

Thursday, January 5, 2023 

8:00  Rosa Santo Carreon 

Friday, January 6, 2023 

  No Mass 

Saturday, January 7, 2023 

  Memorial 

8:30  Natvidad Cabrera 

  Joseph Chacko 

5:30  William & Elizabeth Morris 

The Epiphany of the Lord, January 8 

7:30  People of Ascension Parish 

9:30  Phil & Julie Carbone 

11:30 Rodel Rubi 
 

PARISH TEWARDSHIP 

REPORT 

 

WE ARE A STEWARDSHIP PARISH 

Ascension Parish is supported by people 

who place their faith and trust in God. 

 

December 18, 2022:           $4,920.00 

Social Concerns:            $   855.00 

SC WeShare:            $     31.60 

Christmas Flowers:           $   205.00 

 

Thank you very much for your 

generosity. You always care for and 

support our Parish programs, ministries 

and plant maintenance. 

 

Readings for January 8, 2023 
 

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
 

Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

We hide ourselves and our secrets from God because we are afraid. 

Even Mary can seem too perfect to approach. The shepherds find 

the strength to speak to Mary and Joseph at the moment they see 

the child in the manger. They open their hearts and share what 

they’ve experienced. Saint Luke writes of the shepherds, “When 

they saw this, they made known the message that had been told 

them about this child.”  
 

When I was a college student, I visited Rome. Beggars often 

approached and said, “Mangia? Mangia?” I didn’t speak Italian 

and thought, “Why are they speaking about the Christmas nativity 

scene?” My friend said, “Mangia means eat. They’re hungry.” 

That’s when I realized more deeply than ever before that Mary 

puts her baby in a place designed for hungry animals to eat. 

 

See that baby in the manger in your heart. Imagine Mary kneeling 

nearby looking at you with love. She doesn’t cling to God for 

herself. In that cave, from the beginning, she quietly offers her son 

to hungry souls. The manger means vulnerable self-offering love. 

That’s the sign. This week that same manger opens our hearts to 

tell Mary about our lives, too. 

— Father John Muir 

 

Helping a friend, volunteering for the church or school event, 

shoveling the sidewalk — all of these actions require a yes. 

Becoming your parent’s medical power of attorney, resigning 

from a job or accepting a new one — our lives require yes after 

yes. Each one sets us up for even more choices. On January 1st, 

we celebrate Mary as Mother of God. This title is monumental. It 

elevates a simple girl from Nazareth to the most highly revered 

woman in all creation. And it all started with a simple yes! But it 

didn’t end there. Being free from sin doesn’t mean being free from 

temptation. Mary had countless opportunities to say yes or no to 

God throughout her life. She is an example for us on the power of 

graced perseverance! Whatever your resolutions or decisions in 

the coming year, ask for Mary’s intercession to say yes. 
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Church of the Ascension Music Ministry 

Come Join the Choirs!! 
(Youth Choir Rehearses Saturdays at 4:00pm) 

To sign up or to receive more information,  
Contact Our Director of Music 

Glenn Gordon after Mass. 

 

 

 
WELCOME: Newcomers, Visitors and Parishioners 

The priests & ministers of Ascension Parish welcome 

you. If you would like more information about entering 

more fully into our parish life & ministry, we ask that 

you complete the form below. You may return by 

putting into collection basket, mail or stop by the 

parish center office. Thank You! 
 

I would like…. 

____ to become a parishioner 

____ to change my address/update my parish contact 

         information 

____ to join a ministry 

____ to let the parish know of someone who is ill 
 

Full Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ 

Phone:__________________E-Mail:___________________ 

 

REMEMBER YOUR PARISH 
WHEN YOU SHOP 

 
HELP ASCENSION 

WHEN YOU MAKE A PURCHASE ON AMAZON 

Now you can shop on Amazon with “Amazon Smile” and 

benefit your parish (AT NO COST TO YOU!) 

Amazon will donate a portion of your purchase price 

to our parish. 

HOW TO ORDER WITH AMAZON SMILE: 

Just go to smile.amazon.com and select “Church of the 

Ascension, New Milford” as your charity; then make 

your purchases as you normally would on Amazon. Or 

use direct link on our parish website. Thank you! 

 
Calendar: 
Sunday, January 1st --   NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Monday, January 2nd   –    NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Wednesday, January 4th    --NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Sunday, January 8th  --   1st thru 3th grades from 10:45 am to 12 

Noon (SCH) 4th thru 6th grades from 10:45 am to 12 Noon 

(Parish Center) 
 

Important: 

Reminder that ALL STUDENTS must complete the On-Line 

Chapter Review each week. All students in the Sunday 

program must submit this work by the Wednesday after class 

and the students in the Monday program must submit this work 

by the Thursday after class.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact Mrs. Carbone in the Religious 

Education office at 201-836-3085. 
 

Our next Sunday for Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be on 

Sunday, January 8, 2023. We hope to see everyone there. 

 

Please note our hours for classes. 

Our Sunday Mornings program is from 10:45 to 12 Noon. 

 1st to 3rd grades are in the YMCA (school) 

 4th to 6th grades are in the Parish Center. 

The 7th and 8th graders meet on Monday evenings and 9th graders 

on Wednesday from 7 pm to 8:15 pm in the Parish Center.  

Students are asked to be here by 6:55 pm  in order to start at 7 pm 

sharp. 

 

ALL PARENTS MUST PARK THEIR CARS and come to 

either the front of the school or side of the Church and pick up 

the child/ren. No students will be able to leave without an 

adult. This is for the safety of the students. 
 

Volunteers Needed: 

We will be starting Children’s Liturgy of the Word in November, 

at the 9:30 am Mass. For all children in in the Parish. We are in 

need of help with this program. If you would like to help 

PLEASE call Mrs. Carbone in the Parish Center. This is a great 

opportunity for college students or student teachers to gain 

experience share their faith and work with students in a relaxed 

atmosphere.  

 

We are in need of Aides and Class Parents for our Religious 

Education Program for the 2022-2023 school year. Anyone 

interested, please call Theresa Carbone our Coordinator of 

Religious Education at (201) 836-3085 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 
Monday – Wednesday & Friday: 9 am to 4 pm – Parish Center 

Monday and Wednesday: 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm – Parish Center 

Sunday Mornings: 9:30 am to 12 Noon – In School & Parish 

Center Closed: Thursday & Saturday 

Other times by appointment 
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Thank you Lord for giving me 

The brand new year ahead. 

Help me live the way I should 

As each new day I tread. 

Give me gentle wisdom 

That I might help a friend, 

Give me strength and courage 

So a shoulder I might lend. 

The year ahead is empty, 

Help me fill it with good things 

Each new day filled with joy 

And happiness it brings. 

Amen. 
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“To everything there is a season… 
 

“a time to die…” 

Elaine Perrotto 

 

“a time to be healed…” 

Al Suter, Marguerite Morris, Marie Oberst, Mary Anne 

Meyer, Rebecca Tababan, Stephen Cronin, Kaitlin Abreu, 

Erlinda Arel, Gerard Lee, Gordon Lockwood and those 

among us who are sick and in need of our prayers. 

 

Family Members: PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH 

OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE 

SOMEONE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

*Prayer list will be updated every three months* 

Next renewal date February 7, 2023 

Please call office to renew or remove name 

 

“a time to serve...” 

Staff Sgt. James Penser, Langley AFB, VA and all Men 

and Women serving in our countries Armed Forces. 

 

For all of our Emergency, Medical & 

First Responders. 

 

“a time for peace…” 

All of our National and World Leaders. 

 

and a time for every purpose under heaven” 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

 

 
The SANCTUARY CANDLE 

burns this week in loving memory of 

Manuel & Luisa Garcia 

 
BREAD and WINE this week 

are in loving memory of 

Robert Barratt 

 
 

 
HELP US - TO HELP THOSE IN NEED 

The following items are needed to restock the Food Pantry 

shelves. 

PAPER TOWELS-TISSUES-NAPKINS 

TOILET TISSUE 

MAYONNAISE-BREADCRUMBS 

 

Don’t like to shop? You can donate a ShopRite Gift Card. We 

will do the shopping. 

 

DONATIONS CAN BE LEFT AT THE PARISH CENTER  

 

Your continued support of this ministry 

is greatly appreciated. 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
Our Breaking Bread Hymnals are for in church 

use only. Please do not remove them from 

church without request to and permission from 

Father Jim. 
 

2023 
KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS 

FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP 

Saint Joseph’s Knights of Columbus is sponsoring the 

Local Council Championship on Saturday January 14, 

2023 

All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are invited to participate in 

the Council Level competition. 

All participants will be recognized for their participation in 

the event. Each respective age division winner will proceed 

to the District Competition. 

All participants are required to provide proof of age (copy 

of birth cert.)and written parental consent. Age eligibility is 

determined by the age of the contestant as of January 1, 

2023. For additional information contact: Bob Osterlof at 

201-370-3404. kofc3814@gmail.com 

 

Date:  Saturday January 14, 2023 

Time: 2:30 P.M. Registration, 3:00 P.M. START 

Place: St. Joseph School Gym, Elm Street Oradell New 

Jersey. 

GIVE IT A SHOT! 

 

ROMAN PIZZA & RESTAURANT 

201-265-9371 

10% OFF WITH ADD IN BULLETIN 
 

mailto:kofc3814@gmail.com
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New Coordinator for the Food Pantry 

Needed 
Below is a brief job description. I am asking that you 

prayerfully consider this ministry. Perhaps one or maybe 

two people can step up so that we can continue to help 

those in need. 

 

Church of the Ascension 

Food Pantry Coordinator 

JOB SUMMARY 

The Food Pantry Coordinator is responsible for the 

operations of the Food Pantry. 

This position includes scheduling the monthly Food 

Pantry distributions, receiving and tracking donations, 

maintaining a food inventory system, supervision of 

volunteers for packing and distribution of food. The Food 

Pantry Coordinator reports to the Pastor. 

 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Deliver services to those in need with 

compassion, clear boundaries and good 

communication skills. 

 Maintain organization and cleanliness of pantry 

area. 

 Receive deliveries of donations and pick up 

donations on occasion. 

 Interact with local community partners including 

churches, schools, community organizations, 

local/county government officials and local 

retailers. 

 Solve problems on various issues as they relate to 

the Food Pantry. 

 Work well with volunteers and utilize them to the 

best of their abilities. 

REQUIREMENTS 

 Complete a Volunteer Application. 

 Must attend Protecting God’s Children for Adults 

training session. 

 Volunteer background check. 

 

Anyone interested please submit your name and contact 

information along with a brief summary as to your desire 

to coordinate the Food Pantry to Fr. Jim. 
 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR PARISH INFORMATION 

FLYERS*FORMS*SCHEDULES*BULLETINS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

WWW.CHURCHOFTHEASCENSION.COM 

 
I would like to thank those who baked and helped 

with our Bake Sale. While they were busy making 

their own preparations for Christmas, they took 

the time to help us. Also, thank you to those who 

bought all our goodies, you helped make this event 

a profitable one.  

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas & Happy 

New Year!  Josie McEwan 

 

 

 

Parish Events Ministry 
All Are Welcome! 

This ministry is a great way to be part of our 
parish by participating in special 
events for our parish community. 

Share your talent by joining our core group 
or perhaps volunteer for upcoming events. 

Interested parishioners kindly 
complete the tear-off below. 
Drop off at the parish office  

or place in the basket at mass. 
Thank you, for your consideration. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ASCENSION PARISH EVENTS 

__ I am interested in belonging to the core group 
__ I am interested in being a volunteer in future events 

Name___________________________ 
  Phone No.________________________ 

 

OFFERTORY GIFTS 
Please let one our ushers know, prior to Mass, if 

you would like to bring the Offertory Gifts up 

to the celebrant. If Mass intention is one that 

you have requested or if for the intention of 

your loved one. 
 

 
THE PARISH OFFICES 

WILL BE CLOSED ON 
Monday, January 2ND, 2023 

http://www.churchoftheascension.com/

