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Religious Education Center 

Church of the Ascension 

Invites You to Share with us. . . 

 

      + Our Pastoral Staff + 

RECTORY 

256 Azalea Drive, New Milford, NJ  07646 

(201) 836-8961 • FAX: (201) 836-5896 

Website: www.churchoftheascension.com 

E-mail: ascension@optonline.net 

  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 

256 Azalea Drive, New Milford, NJ  07646 

(201) 836-3085 • Fax (201) 836-5896 

E-mail: ascensionreled@optonline.net 

  

  

Pastor  

Rev. David W. Milliken 

 

Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Tim Graff 

       Director of Music 

Parish Business Manager  Glenn Gordon 

Serina Sharkey    

       Parish Trustees 

Director of Maintenance   Christopher Cudina 

Brendan Suter     Elizabeth Delgado 

Theresa Carbone, Coordinator of Religious Education 

Jeanette MacNish, Coordinator for Grades 7 & 8  

Dena Sedlak, Coordinator of First Penance and  

            First Holy Communion 

 

� � � � � 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

December 29, 2019 

  

+ Our Parish Mission Statement + 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

we, the Catholic Community of the 

Church of the Ascension, New Milford, 

commit ourselves to celebrate the Gospel of Jesus 

in Sacrament and Prayer. We dedicate ourselves 

to foster a warm and loving parish of concern and service  

for the individual, family and total community. 

 

   + Our Eucharistic Celebrations + 

Saturday 

 8:30 a.m. 

 5:30 p.m. (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday  

 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 

Monday - Friday 

 7:00 a.m. and 8:30am 

 8:00am Summer 

 7:30 p.m. (Fridays during Lent) 

Holy Days: 7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 7:30 p.m. 

Please see inside bulletin for Holiday Mass time 

  

+ Our Devotions + 

Novena in honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Wednesday 7:30 p.m. 

Rosary is prayed Monday through Saturday 7:15 a.m. 

� � � � � 

PARISH CENTER 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

      + Our Pastoral Life + 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

We welcome all new parishioners to our parish family. Every 

family participating regularly in the spiritual life of our parish is 

encouraged to register at the Rectory. Please inform us if you are 

moving. 

  

BAPTISM: 

It is mandatory to attend a baptism instruction class before  

scheduling the date for the baptism. Baptism is usually celebrated 

on the third Sunday of each month at 1:00 p.m. Parents must be  

registered parishioners and must attend pre-Baptism instruction   

usually given on the first Sunday of every month at 1:00 p.m. in 

the Gathering Room. Godparents must be practicing Catholics in 

good standing. Pre-registration at the Rectory is necessary prior 

to the Baptism instruction. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Saturdays  11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Other times by appointment. 

Communal Penance Services are celebrated seasonally. 

 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

Please notify the Rectory of any elderly, shut-ins, or sick at home 

who wish to receive the Eucharist or Anointing of the Sick. 

Priests of the parish will be happy to visit parishioners in the 

hospitals in the area. Please notify the Rectory if someone from 

your family is in the hospital and wishes a priest to visit. 

  

WEDDINGS: 

Please make arrangements at the Rectory with one of the priests 

of the parish one year in advance. 
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The Holy Family, Sunday, December 29 

5:30 People of Ascension Parish 

7:30 Rose Walsh 

9:30 Montecuollo & Lewis Families 

11:30 John Delaney & Family 

Monday, December 30, 2019 

7:00 Edward Delaney 

8:30 Thanksgiving 

Tuesday, December 31, 2019 

7:00 Elizabeth Cororan 

8:30 Robert Barratt 

  Vigil Mass, Mary Mother of God 

5:30 Aris Francisco 

Solemnity of Mary, New Year’s Day 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

8:30 Norma Ibanez 

10:30 Josie Cahill 

Thursday, January 2, 2020 

7:00 Jovita, Agnes, Frederick Balagot 

8:30 Matthew Camerlengo 

Friday, January 3, 2020 

7:00 Terry Begley 

8:30 Josefino Cabrera 

Saturday, January 4, 2020 

  Memorial 

8:30 Janet Cronin 

5:30 William & Elizabeth Morris 

The Epiphany of the Lord, January 5, 2020 

7:30 People of Ascension Parish 

9:30 Julie & Phil Carbone 

11:30 Valerie Viduya 

 

PARISH TEWARDSHIP 

REPORT 

 

WE ARE A STEWARDSHIP PARISH 

Ascension Parish is supported by people 

who place their faith and trust in God. 

 

NO FIGURES AT TIME OF PRINTING 

 

Thank you very much for your 

generosity. You always care for and 

support our Parish programs, ministries 

and plant maintenance. 

 

Reading for Sunday 

January 5, 2020 

 

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! As we think about Christmas the image that we are most familiar with 

is the picture of the infant Jesus asleep in Mary's arms with Joseph at their side. It is still 

the choice of Christmas card makers who wish to keep the spirituality of Christmas alive. 

Gazing on that image of the sleeping baby in the security of his family, the descriptive 

word that most easily comes to our lips is tenderness.  

 Tenderness — even the word itself is full of softness and warmth. With tenderness 

we have affection, love, fondness, warmth. Tenderness implies a deep sense of the other 

person as wholly valuable. When we feel tenderness towards another we feel a certain 

protective affection. We deeply crave the safety and goodness of the one we love God 

has all of these wonderful feelings for us. Jesus not only reveals the face of God to us. 

Jesus also reveals the heart of God. As we picture the infant asleep in his mother's arms, 

we should allow ourselves to experience the tenderness we find there.  

 God is total and impenetrable mystery. No human person will ever understand the 

deepest mystery that we call God. But God allows us glimpses into God's own self. Jesus 

is the most direct way we have into understanding the heart of God. And today we see 

Jesus as a new-born baby.  

 We are not afraid of babies, although we may be afraid of tenderness. At times, we 

don't know what to do with it and so we avoid it. Accepting God's tenderness could very 

well be our salvation, especially for those of us who are too hard on ourselves, 

unforgiving, demanding, putting up a brave front, afraid. We need the tenderness of God 

as shown through the infant Christ. And even though Jesus is no longer a baby, he is still 

showing us the tender heart of a loving God. 

 Joseph is a great model of Christian listening in the gospel today. The root word for 

“listen” comes from the word for “obedience”.  Joseph listened and obeyed in spite of 

terrible fear and doubt. He knew God loved him—so he trusted God’s counsel as part of a 

deeper life of trust. This is the kind of trust-full listening St. Paul is telling children, 

husbands, and wives they must have with each other—no bossiness or angry power 

plays. Christian obedience is simply our loving response to each other’s genuine needs.   

 

 As we celebrate the Christmas Season, let me thank all who have so tenderly and 

generously given of themselves this Christmas and the days before and after here at 

Ascension— 

—Thank You to those who helped to make our church so beautiful for the Christmas 

Season and to those who contributed for the trees and flowers.  

—Thank you to our Clergy and Pastoral Staff, and to our Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 

Altar Servers, Ushers, Liturgy and Worship Committee members, and especially our 

Choirs, Instrumentalists and Song Leaders for helping to make the Advent and Christmas 

liturgies so joyful and so richly meaningful.  

—Thank you to our Finance Council and good and faithful Sunday and Monday money 

counters. 

—Thank you to all the members of the Ministry of the Word, to our Religious Education 

coordinators, catechists and aides, to those who lead our Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 

to our parents who entrust their children to our care, to our children who joyfully receive 

God’s Word through our Religious Education program, to members of our Baptism Prep 

Team, and to members of our Marriage Prep Team. 

—Thank you to our Ministry of Service who took care of our Giving Tree and the gifts 

for the needy, and to all in our Food Pantry who helped to make sure the less fortunate 

could celebrate Christmas. 

—Thank you to our Ministry of Community Building for providing the many events 

which keep us joined together in the faith family of Ascension. Living out our faith can 

include fun events, too. 

—Of course, special thanks to our parishioners for your presence in our Ascension family 

and for the generous stewardship of treasure so many of you continue to offer to this 

parish. I always feel so blessed being here among you wonderful people.  

—Thank you to those who sent gifts, cards, and “goodies” to the Rectory for Christmas. 

Your kind thoughtfulness is always appreciated! 

 

Wishes for a peaceful and joy-filled Christmas for you and all your loved ones! 

Know that I pray for you every day. Please pray for me, too. God Love You! 
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The students, families and staff of Transfiguration 

Academy wish everyone a happy New Year!  The school 

office will be closed December 23 – January 3 for 

Christmas recess. 

 

Congratulations to the following Transfiguration 

Academy alumni who achieved academic honors for the 

1

st

 marking period: 

Ben Pichardo, Principal’s List, St. Joseph’s 

Georgina Paredes, Honor Roll, Academy of the Holy 

Angels 

Haram Kim, Honor Roll, Academy of the Holy Angels 

Paramus Catholic, Principal’s List: Joseph Abriam, 

Robert Cajucom, Kenneth Calle, Edward Daly, Antonio 

De Leon, Dylan De Leon, Michael Icarangal, Aidan 

Icasiano, Gabriella Macre, Seraphina Rossmann, Jeffrey 

Tharakan 

Paramus Catholic, 1

st

 Honors: Rachel Cajucom, Anne 

Daly, Christina Micheal, Lorelai Monticelli, Emily 

Tharakan, Angel Tovar 

Paramus Catholic, 2

nd

 Honors:  Jarid Chappell 

 

Transfiguration Academy, serving students in grades 

PreK 2+ through grade 8, is a 2018 National Blue Ribbon 

School of Excellence and is accredited by the Middle 

States Commission on Elementary Schools.  

 

 

MEMORIALS 

“THANK YOU”…to those who have contributed to our 

Memorials Fund. If you would like to contribute to this 

fund, please send your donation to the rectory with the 

coupon below. When an item is purchased we will notify 

you which item is in memory of your loved one. If you 

have any questions, please call Fr. David at the Rectory 

(201)836-8961. 

Additional Memorials: (circle appropriate memorial) 

 

MEMORIAL CANDLES:   $150/1 Year 

        $20/30 Days 

ALTAR BREAD AND WINE  $40 per week 

ALTAR FLOWERS    $50 

       (per basket/per week) 

SANCTUARY CANDLE   $15 per week 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEMORIAL FUND 

Name:_________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

Phone:______________ Donation Amt.:_____________ 

In Memory of:__________________________________ 

Date Requested:______________________________ 

 

 

Calendar: 

Sunday, December 29

th 

–No Children’s Liturgy or Religious 

Education 

Monday, December 30

th

–No Religious Education 

Wednesday, January 1

st

 – Wishing all Families a Happy and 

Blessed New Year 

Sunday, January 5

th 

–1

st

 thru 6

th

 grade from 10:45 am to 12 

Noon (SCH) 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will celebrated at the 9:30 am 

Mass. All children in Pre-K to 5

th

 grade are invited to join us. 

What a great way for families to celebrate Mass together. There 

will be NO Children’s Liturgy of the Word on December 29, 

2019. We will resume on January 5, 2020. 

 

 

 

Reminder: 

First Grade Parent Meeting: All First Grade Parents, there is 

a Mandatory Parent meeting on Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 

10:45 am. At least one parent must attend. 

 

When your child/ren are going to be absent from class you 

must call the Religious Education office and let us know. We 

will call the home is you do not call us, so PLEASE make sure 

you have a working home or cell number that we can contact 

you especially in the event of an emergency. 

 

Volunteers Needed: 

 

† Children’s Liturgy of the Word Team member. This is a 

great opportunity for college students or student teachers 

to gain experience share their faith and work with students 

in a relaxed atmosphere. Anyone interested please, call the 

Religious Education office. 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

Monday – Wednesday & Friday: 9 am to 4 pm – In Rectory 

Monday and Wednesday: 6:30 pm to 8:15 pm – In School 

Sunday Mornings: 10 am to 12 Noon – In School 

Closed: Thursday & Saturday 

Other times by appointment 

 

 

 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR PARISH INFORMATION 

FYERS*FORMS*SCHEDULES* 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

WWW.CHURCHOFTHEASCENSION.COM 
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“To everything there is a season… 

 

“a time to be healed…” 

Al Suter, Ann Wall, Joseph Gorgone, Marguerite 

Morris, Donna Van Kleeck, Margaret Polis, Elsa 

Obera, Marie Oberst, Jean Francisco, Carmelo 

Abbruzzesi, Leonard Abburzzesi, Kitty Tricarico, John 

Thomas, John Donohue, Concepcion Deus, Eileen 

Kloeblen, Judith Gonzales, Monica Vivas, Diane 

Warings, Jane Rodriguez, Herman Ivan Rodriguez, Joel 

Rivera, Victor Muwonge, Benny Santiago, Aldo 

Guerra, Evelyn Lawler, Ana Tumang, Mary Anne 

Meyer, John Quinn, Peggy Evans, and those among us 

who are sick and in need of our prayers. 

 

“a time to serve...” 

Cpt. Jack Massingale, U.S. Air Force, Afghanistan, 

PFC Ian Belthoff, U.S. Marine Corps., Cherry Point, 

NC, Sr.A James Penser, Beale AFB,CA and all Men 

and Women serving in our countries Armed Forces. 

 

 “a time for peace…” 

President Donald John Trump, 

our National Leaders and all World Leaders. 

 

and a time for every purpose under heaven” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

BREAD and WINE this week  

are in loving memory of 

Robert Barratt 

 

 

 

 

THE PARISH CENTER OFFICES 

WILL BE CLOSED WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 1ST, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Family Sunday, December 29, 2019 

 NO Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

 NO Religious Education 

Monday, December 30, 2019 

 NO Religious Education 

NEW YEAR’S EVE, Tuesday, December 31, 2019 

 Mass at 8:30am 

 Vigil Mass for Mary Mother of God – 5:30pm 

NEW YEAR’S DAY, Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

 Mary Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation) 

 Masses at 8:30am & 10:30am 

 Parish offices closed 

 NO Religious Education 

 No Novena 

Thursday, January 2, 2020 

 No events 

First Friday, January 3, 2020 

 Communion Visits to homebound 

First Saturday, January 4, 2020 

 Confession – 11:00am - Church 

Epiphany of the Lord, Sunday, January 5, 2020 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word – 9:30am – Chapel/PC 

 Religious Education – 10:45am – 1-6 Grade 

 Baptism Prep. – 1:00pm – Gathering Room, PC 

 

 

 

“Every end is a new beginning.” 

 

These words are very hopeful and encouraging as we begin the 

New Year. For some who lack physical necessities and struggle 

with numerous problems on a daily basis, hope is a fleeting 

word. The many programs of Catholic Charities aim to restore 

hope and dignity. Please help us by contributing to the donation 

bin in the parish. We also need children’s books. God Bless. 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE ($15.), BREAD & WINE ($40.), 

AND ALTAR FLOWERS ($50. each basket) for the week, 

are available for memorial or special occasions, such as 

First Communions, Confirmations, Baptisms, Birthdays, 

Wedding Anniversaries. Please stop by or call the rectory 

office to check availability. 
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Christmas Masses 

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

New Year’s Eve 

Tuesday, December 31, 2019 

5:30pm 

New Year’s Day 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

8:30am and 10:30am 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 

Saturday, January 4, 2020 

5:30pm 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 

7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

 

 

 

School AfterCare Position Available 

Saint Joseph School (305 Elm Street, Oradell, NJ 07649) is 

seeking a Supervisor for their School AfterCare Program. 

Hours are 2:30-6:00 pm Monday-Friday. Salary range is $15-

$17.50/hour depending upon experience. Position would be 

perfect for a retired individual who loves to be with children. 

Please contact SJS principal, Dr. Paula Valenti at 

valentip@sjsusa.org. 

 

Child and Youth Protection - How to Report Abuse 

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all 

complaints of sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, 

religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese. We encourage 

anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to 

inform the Archdiocese immediately so that we may take 

appropriate action to protect others and provide support to 

victims of sexual abuse. Individuals who need to report an 

allegation of sexual misconduct may do by calling the Victim's 

Assistance Coordinator of the Archdiocesan Office of Child 

and Youth Protection at 201-407-3256. 

 

ROMAN PIZZA & RESTAURANT 

201-265-9371 

(Look for 15% off coupon in this bulletin) 

Please remember to patronize, 

who help make this bulletin possible 

 

WELCOME, Newcomers, Visitors and Parishioners 

The priests & ministers of Ascension Parish welcome you. If you 

would like more information about entering more fully into our parish 

life & ministry, we ask that you complete the form below. You may 

return by putting into collection basket, mail or stop by the rectory 

office. Thank You! 

I would like…. 

____ to become a Parishioner 

____ to change my address 

____ to join a ministry 

____ to let the Parish know of someone who is ill, or 

homebound & would like to receive Communion 

 

Full Name: _________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________ 

 

 

St. Joseph KofC Free Throw Championship 

St Joseph Knights of Columbus Council is sponsoring it’s local 

Council Championship. All boys and girls age 9 to 14 are 

invited to participate. All participants will be recognized for 

their participation. The event will take place on Saturday 

January 18, 2020 at St. Joseph School Gym. Registration begins 

at 2:30PM. Competition begins at 3:00PM. 

For additional information contact: Bob Osterlof at 201 370 

3404 or visit our website @ www.kofc3814.org 

 

“Dear Fr. Milliken, 

On behalf of the Little Sisters of the Poor and our Residents here at 

St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly, I would like to thank you and 

your parishioners for the generous donations amounting to 

$2,484.00, in response to our recent Door Collection at Church of 

the Ascension. This total includes donations that were mailed in to 

us after our visit to your parish. 

Jesus promised that we will always have the poor with us. But he 

went even further that that, identifying himself with the poor: 

“Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did 

for me.” Seeing Jesus in those who suffer is a matter of faith; 

loving them is a measure of our love for God himself. We ask the 

Lord to give us eyes of faith and hearts ready to love him in the 

poor. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor and or Residents truly appreciate the 

friendship and support from you and your parish community to the 

Little Sisters mission of serving the elderly. May God bless you all. 

We will keep you and your parishioners in our daily prayers. 

Monthly Masses are also offered in all our Homes throughout the 

world for the intentions of our Friends and Benefactors. 

Gratefully yours, 

Sr. Cecilia, l.s.p.” 


